In The Beginning

IT WASN'T IN OUR TIME,
BUT LONG AGO, DEEP
INSIDE SOUTH INDIA. IT
WAS THE TIME &F THE
GREAT CHOLA KINGS.

THE L-AMD OF POMNMIMALA, A
L-USH,; FEETIL-E ABEA
WATERED BY THE KAVEEI
ENER.

GATHER ROUND! I AM
GOING TO TELL YOU THE
STORY OF A GREAT
FAMILY OF BULERS.
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COME,; GATHER
BOUNDI SIT
DOwIM L

LISTEN T& THIS
EEMARKABLE TALE
ABOUT THREE
SENERATIONS!

FIRST, THE

GRANDFATHER THEM HIS SON

KUMMUTAMNA. .-

AND FINALLY
HIS GRANDCHILDEEN,
FOMMAR, SHAMNKAR,
AND TANGAL-, AL-L
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INDEED!

THEIER NAMES AND STORIES
AERE STILL TALKED ABLUT TO
THIS VERY DAY!
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FATEFUL DAY, WHEN THE GREAT
&2D SHVA AND HIS WIFE PARVATI
WERE SITTING TOSETHER.

FIRST I MUST

YOU THE STORY...

.
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Lok, AT THAT
BEAUTIFUL. FOREST
B&wWHN THERE!

IT IS BEAUTIFUL., BUT I
DO NOT SEE ANY PLOUGHED
FIELDS! THERE ARE N&
CEOPS BEING GEOWMN.

I WANT T& SEE THIS
BEAUTIFUL- AREA BECOME
BOUNTIFUL..
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= | WHAT CAN YOU DO

‘ ABOUT THIS?
LET ME CREATE NINE
FARMER BROTHERS WHO -.

ENSW HOW TS USE A

PLOUGH.
< A

LET THEM TILL- THE
SWEET EARTH SO THAT
EVERY SEASON THE
FIELDS WiLL BE SREE
AND LUSH.
Je
O¥AY. IFIT
FLEASES YoU, THEM
USE YOUR POWERS
AS YoU WISH.

-
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AND 52 PARVATI STEFS FORTH AND SUMMONS HER &REAT POWERS -
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SHE BEINGS FOETH NINE FARMEES- THESE NINE MEN APPEAE NEAE THE
LOCAL TEMPLE. PARVATI CALLS TE THE BEROTHEES FROM HEAVEMN.-

I HAVE PLAZED YOU IN AN
UNEULTIVATED AREA.

I WANT You TS
ESTABLISH STRONS
FARMERE FAMILIES THAT
WIL-L- EXPAND AMD
FLLOURISH-
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TAKE YOUR WIVES FROM
THE FARMEES OF VALAVANDI.
UMDERE YoUR CAEE, T WANT
THIS LAND TS FROSPER-

OH FINE 5ODDRESS, THANK YoU
FOR YOUR BLESSINGS! MY EIGHT
BROTHERS AND T WILL CARRY
SOUT YOUR WISHES!
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THE FARMEES D2 JUST AS PARVATI
INSTRUCZTED. THEY LABOUR HARD TS
FRODUCE FROSFERDUS FARM LAND.
EVERYONE FEELS 02D ABOUT THE WEEK
THEY ARE D2ING- THE NINE BEOTHERS
EACH TAKE A WIFE AND NEW FAMILIES ARE
STARTED-

— . F ——d

BUT THEN A TERRIBLE THING HAPPENS. IT DOES NOT RAIN, AND 52 A
EREAT FAMINE SFEEADS THROUSH THE AREA- THERE IS N2 FO2D LEFT
ANYWHERE. EOLATTA, THE ELDEST BEROTHEE, HAS BECOME DESPERATE -
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ARIANACLCI! THE
LAND IS SO DRY!
WHAT CAN I D27

LET US &0 TO
THE GREAT CHOLA
KING- MAYBE HE CAN
HELP US!

AND HOPE WE CAN BESIN |
A BETTER LIFE!

AND 82 KOLATTA AND HIS WIFE ARIYANACZL! SET OFF FOR THE cHoLA
KINGDOM, HOPEFUL- OF FINDING WEOEK -
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THE THEEE &EEAT KIN&S, CHOLA,
CHERA, AND PANDIYA, WERE

 GREETINGS T Youl
' WHERE ARE YoU

TOSETHERE FOE A MEETING-
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MY MAME IS
KOLATTA, AND T AM
FROM THE LAND
CALLED VELLIVALA.,

“OUR FIELDS HAS BEENN
STRUCK BY A TERRIBLE
DROUSGHT, AMND T AM
UNABLE T2 FARM ANY
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5
YES,; T HAVE HEARD OF
THIS FAMIME. IT IS A

1Y WE DID NOT

{ KNOW THERE WERE 3
FARMERSIN
VELLIALA!

" THANK YOU FOR
| vour kiNDNESS,
. GREAT KING!

IF ¥YOu WISH, WE
HAVE WORKE FOR YOU Y
HERE. WE £AN PAY
20 MEASURES OF F
GRAIN A MONTHL L
L
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ALTHOUSH KOLATTA HAS FOUND WORK IN THE SHOLA KINGDOM, HIS EISHT
BEOTHERS ARE ETILL- STARVING IN VELLNVALA- THEY WONDER WHERE
THEIE ELDER BROTHEE HAS &ONE-

WE HAVE NO . » 2l 22

HEARD FROM o thiG N, perrars ke was

paga et ¥ cONE TO WORK IN THE

BROTHER 1IN 52 ' \n” CHOLA KINGDOMT
- * =
.._,.:l

LONE!

LET US &2 AND
FIND Him!

.

/ BLESSINGS TO QP
YOu ALL! wHO P o
N\ ape vou? £ oyl |( YES: I HAVE S
Y HEARD! S

¥
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OUR ELDER
o BROTHER
R T LEFT A WHILE
GREAT KING, WE ARE : Yoty
FARMERS FROM THE P~
YELLMNALA RESION. SUR s g
LANDS HAVE SUFFERED A J
TERRIBLE DROUGHT!
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SERVANT!
&L AND FETLH
KOLATTAL
ELDER BROTHER!
YES; HE IS HERE...

OH KOLATTA, ARE THESE
EIGHT MEN YOUR YOUNSGER
e BROTHERST
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YES, WE
BELONG TS ONE
Bl FAMILY!

VERY WELL THEMN- %
WILL Y&U EIGHT

T WILL PAY YOU AT SN
THE SAME BATE AS
YOUR ELDER

YOU SHALL EACH GET e | By /7 onkine!
20 MEASURES OF vy N THAMNK YU FOR
GRAIN A MONTH! N EVERYTHING!




The Legend of Ponnivala

TIME FASSES AND IT CONTINUES TS BAIN WELL.. THE LANDS OF THE cHOLA
MINARCH FEDPSFEE -

THE NINE FARMERS WERK HARD AND N& ONE &OES HUNGEY. THE
AUTHORITY £F THE CHOLA KiNG 1S BESFEZTED.

PR Vs
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IT PLEASES ME TO SEE
FROSPERITY ALL- ACROSS
SUR BEAUTIFUL LANDS!
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THEIR HARD WORK HAS N =/
CAUSED THIS WHOLE  Yill 1N

EEWAED THESE MEMN
F&R THEIR
DEDICATION!

THAT IS GREAT, BUT WHAT
ABSUT THE ARTISANS WHE LIVE
THERE NOWT HOW £AN WE ASK

TALK TS THE
ARTISANS WE CAN
SOLVE THIS

T SHALL HAVE A o
MEMBER FROM EACH OF Rl
THE POWERFUL
FAMILIES THERE
SUMMONED HERE,




The Legend of Ponnivala

m THANK YOU ALL FOR -

.j SATHERIMNG HERE. THE FARMERS
STAMDING BEFORE ME ARE 8 WELL-TILLED

EXPEET PLOUSHMEN- _ FIELD WILL PRODUCE

MUCH WEALTH-

YOU ARTISANS ARE
&IFTED WITH OTHER
SKILLS!
" YOU KNOW HEW TO N
MAKE PLOUGHSHARES
IN YOUR BLACKSMITH /
: FIRES!

AND YOUR OF
CARTS ARE

CEDE THE RIGHT TO PLOUGH Yol I R T e
PONNIVALA'S FINE LANDS TO 8 ) e "
A L el T & .
-

- .4

Yo Wikl BE ABL.E
T& GET ALL- THE SEAINS
AND FRUITS YOU NEED
FROM THEM!
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WE HAVE WORKED
AND LIVED IN
PONNIVALA FOR S&

£OH GREAT VISHNU!
EUL-EE OF THE
UMIMVERSE !

WE NEED YOUR HELF IN
DECIDING AN MPORTANT
MATTER!
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OH KING, BLESSINGS NG &

L TO YOU. WHY HAVE YOU 1S
I CALLED ME HERE? 4

FOR MANY YEARS,
THE ARTISANS HAVE
HELD CONTROL OF

PONNIVALA.-

BUT NOW A GROUP OF
FARMERS HAS COME TO

ME FROM VELLMALA- .
THESE FARMERS HAVE HELPED W=

MY KINGDOM FROSPER. AS A
BEWARD,; I WANT T& SGRANT THEM,
THE LAMNDS OF POMNIVALA-

BUT THE ARTISANS
REFUSE T& &IVE UP
THE AREA!

I HAVE A SOLUTION TO YOUR N Q’ﬁr
PROBLEM. ARRANGE A GREAT N . \2 2

LT T

CEREMONY FOE TOMOEROW, BY THE B
KAVERI EWVER, AT THE BLOEDER OF 4
PONMNNMALA-
ASK ALL THE ARTISANS
AND THE FARMERS T&
MEET THERE FOR THIS
MPORTANT EVENT.
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THE NEXT DAY,
EVEEYONE
SATHERS FORE
THE
CEREMINY-
THEY cALL
LPON VISHNU-

1 ! -
OH LORD! OH VISHNU! OH VISHNU! LORD

OF THE UNIVERSE !

BLESSINGS To YV
. EVERYOME!
ARTISANS! THE cHOLA
KING HAS ASKED YoU TO |
HAND OVER THE LANDS OF [
PONNIVALA TO THESE NINESEER oU LoED, we N
a3 WiLL NOT &IVE UF )
N OUR HOME!

27 T wWiLL CREATE A W&
CONTEST WHIEH WiLL L~
DECIDE THE OUTCOME  THERE WILL BE A
2 COF THIS MATTER., PUJA OF 18 OFFERINGS.
| Yol THEN T WILL MAKE THE
BUT YOU HAVE : - ELDEST &F THESE

: 2 FARMERES EISE UFP FES,
EEFUSED: 4 {1 Y THE BEST FIGHTERS THE L-AND.

i AMoONE YOU WILL HAVE
ONE CHANCE To SEVER S8
: HIS HEAD. =

b REMAIN YoURS. IF vou FaIL D GREHE
THE LAND BELONGS TO THE/ O
L FARMERS. P
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THE ARTISANS AND _
FARMERS ASREETO |l .- S oM, THIS wiLL
THE TERMS AND THE S C ] T BE TOUGH!
ARTISANS CHOOSE : ' 4
THEIR FOUR BEST

FIGHTERS. EACH MAN

STANDS, READY-

VISHNU MAKES A HOLE

IN THE EARTH FROM

WHICH KOLATTA WILL

EBISE-

WHATEVER IT IS, WE
MUST FOLLLOW HIS WORD.
IT MUST BE FOR THE
&O0D OF ALL..

VISHNY CAUSES KOLATTA T2 RISE -
o THE AETISANS THELW THEIR
SWORDS STRAIGHT AT HIS HEAD!
= .”/ |

BUT THE SWEORDS MASICALLY
STEP WHEN THEY EEACH
KOLATTA! THE ARTISANS
KNOW THEY HAVE LOST.
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THAT YOUR CHALLENGE TS THEN
FARMERS HAS FAILED. THE
FARMERS WILL NOW SBTAIN

THE RIGHT T& PLOUGH IN
POMNIVALA.

FURTHERMOEE, T SHALL-
SET THE EXCHAMSE &
VALUES BETWEEN YoUR
TWo COMMUNITIES. ONE PLOUSH
SHALL BE WERTH \
*f FOUR MEASURES &OF
&RAIN. THE
ASSEMBLY OF A

YES LOED. YOU ARE
THE OME WHL KNOWS
EVERYTHING. WE WILL

LBEY YOUR WoORDS.

3 ‘M\ o SR e g

[ BUE ENOUGH DAIRY
PRODUCE TO
SUSTAIM HIS FAMILY
COMFORTABLY, AND
HE MAY CLAWM
THREE EXTRA
=\ MEASURES OF
“\ GRAIN A YEAR AS
A RETAINER.

THIS MATTER
HAS BEEN DECIDED!

BLESSINGS TO
VIl Al
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THE LANDS OF PONNNVALA ARE GRANTED T& KOLATTA, THE ELDEST
FARMER BROTHEE -

'F""' —u @ ;Hiﬁl?'h‘____, BE SURE T& PRESENT
R S AN OFFERING AT THE CELATTA
J I, TEMPLE THERE,; THREE TIMES
: EACH DAY.
I BELIEVE THIS LLVELY
GODDESS HAS NOT RECENEDR
| ANY OFFERINGS FOR AT LEAST
: THEREE &ENERATIONS.
| | TREAT HER WELL, AND
WV YES, OH KING! WE WILL L SHE WILL HELPYOU IN
o N TIMES OF NEED. _

HIS YOUNSER BROTHERS INHERIT THE 25
NEISHEOURING RESION KNOWN AS TANSAVALA- ; - 3
m [ .-"I i E "I
I 527

Tl

A STONE IS ERECTED To MARK THE
BOUNDARY BETWEEN THE TWe RESIEONS-
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BUT SOON HARDSHIP FALLS ON THE
CHOLA KING. A SERICUS FAMINE
EEUPTS ON HIS LANDS, AND THE EAETH
15 52 DRY, HIS WORKEES CANNST
BEEAK IT WTH THEIR PLOUGHS. AS A
BESULT, THE KiIN& CANNST FIND
ENOUGH FOOD TL FEED HIS 12

OH SERVANT, CALL MY
scriee!

SCRIBE! WRITE DOWN
THESE WORDS! '

THIS £0W BELONGS TS THE
CHOLA KING. IT 1S HUNGRY AND
HAS BEEN SETLOOSEDUE T2 A

GREAT FAMINE ACROSS THE LAND. |

, IF YoU FIND IT, PLEASE FEED IT £
S AND CARE FOR IT WELL.." —

e MOW MAKE 12 COPIES OF THAT ~ ~. =

r MESSAGE AND ATTACH IT T& THE HORNSY

OF EACH OF MY cOWS! THEN SET THEM |
LLGSE TE WANDER WHERE
THEY Wil-L..

I

. FAEEWEL.L., MY BELLOVED
= ONES! I SHALL MISS YOU! f
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THE coWs WANDER IN SEARCH OF FOOD, AND S2ON FINDG A SUSARCANE
FIELD IN PENNVALA-

SISTERS! THE OWNER OF
THIS FIELD WILL BEAT US IF
HE FINDS US CHEWING ON
THESE SWEET STALKS.

LET US HIDE EVER
THERE IN THE FOREST. WE
CAM RETURN AFTER DARK
T& EAT £UR FILL!

THE £OWS EEST IN THE
FOREST UNTIL. DUSK
FALLS. THEN, THEY MAKE
THEIE WAY BACK T2 THE
SUSARCANE FIELD. THERE
THEY EAT THEIR FILL-
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LOOK AT MY FINE

SUGARCANE FIELD! TT HAS \ 1Y el WATAHMAN] o To T
BEEN HORRIBELY TRAMPLED! LIl A TansavaLa AND BRING |
. WHAT KIND OF ANIMAL COULD V4D — THE ARTISANS HERE

HAVE DONE THIS? _dFaas W I RN MmeDIATELY! .,

BRING YOUR TOOLS AND COME
TE HIS KINGDOM..
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£OH MEN, BLESSINGS
To You! I NEED A FENCE

LAST MIGHT SOME ANMAL S
CAME AND RAVASED IT! THE
SITUATICN 1S SEEICUS.

How WouLD You LIKE US §
T DESIGN THE FEME-E?

THREE FEET, WITHA |
SPEAR POINT &M EACH £

THE ARTISANS BE&IN WEORK IMMEDIATELY AND SOON THE FENCE IS
COMPLETE-

26




WE HAVE FINISHED
YOUR FENCE, MY
LORD!

ARIYANACLI! BRING SOME
FPAYMENT FOR THE WORK
THESE MEMN HAVE DONE!
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OH SISTERS, LOOK AT
THOSE SPIKES!

WHAT KIND OF
LANDSWHNER WULD
Do THIST

AS EVENING
FALLS, THE coWs
BETUEN T THE
SUSARCANE FIELD-
THEY ATTEMPT T2
JUMP DVER THE
NEWLY-BUILT

FENCE, BUT THEY
THAT FENCING DOESN'T D2 NOT MAKE IT-

LOOK TOO HiGH- 1T THINK WE A ga-p aME DIES ON
CAM ALL JUMP OVER IT! THE SPIKES.

OH SHIVA!
HELP ME!
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OH COWS! WHY
HAVE YU COME TE
M SEE MEY

WE WERE FEASTING ON
THE SUSARCAME FIELDS OF
FPOMNNVALA. BUT THE FARMER
THERE BUILT A FEMCE MADE OF,
POINTED STAKES!

i -

WE WERE 5&
HUNGRY, WE TRIED
TS JUMP INTS THE
SUSARCAMNE .- ..BUT
WE ALL DIED!

2%
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¥ WHAT A HORRIBLE
THING T& HAVE
HAPFENED TO You!
SITTIRAFPUTRA! LOZK IN —
THE BOGK OF FATE AND FIND |
SUT WHE IS RESFOMNSIBLE
FOR THIS!

~~ OHLORD! KOLATTA,
THE ELDEST OF THE MIME
SOUNDER BROTHERS OF
PONNIVALA AND TANGAVALA, 1S
THE ONE WHS DI THIS!

I AM SOING TO CURSE KOLATTA
FOR THIS SIN OF cOW-KILLING!

FOR SEVEN GENERATIONS... )

{ NO CHILDREN SHALL BE
BORN OF THE WOMBS OF
\ WOMEN IN HIS FAMILY!
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YEARS FPASS IN PEONNNVALA, AND
STiLL NEOT A SINGLE CHILD'S
VOICE cAN BE HEARD THERE.-
EOLATTA AND HIS WIFE BECOME
WAPERBIED ABLUT THE FUTURE.

s . HOW WILL wE
©H HUSBAND! : { FPASS THESE

Hﬂf: BEEN m.nrw —H BEAUTIFUL LANDS
VEARS... 0 i "1 DowN IN oUR

k BE ANGRY WITH B '\
us!? Bl

o 4 7\
THE QUEEN WEEFS AT THEIE MISFLETUNE. HOW SHE LONSS TO HALD A
CHILD IN HEE ARMS!

51
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KELLATTA AND aEIYANAZLS!
ABE HAFFY WITH THEIR
LANDS AND FINE SBOFS.
BUT THEY AERE SESWING
GLD. HOW WHLL THEY
FASS THEIE LANDSE DOWN
IN THEIR FAMILYT HOW
Wil THEY MANASE T
HOLD ON TE THEIR BIGHTS
T& THE BEAUTIFUL: FIELDS
EF PONNVALA WITHOUT A
SONZ WILL THEY EVER

"E-lr"."n--




